were major problem in all the districts. The farmers used mainly hand weeding for control of weeds. Minimum use of pesticides and insecticides were observed.
INTRODUCTION
Production oriented survey (POS) on rice cultivation was conducted by Rice Research Station, Bankura under programme of AICRIP, Directorate of Rice Research (ICAR), Rajendranagar, Hyderabad-50003 during kharif, 2009 in Red and Laterite zone of West Bengal, India (Adhikari et al., 2011) . The Indian sub-continent is predominantly characterized by a tropical monsoon climate which determines the success of kharif crops ). There are two monsoon systems operating in the region (1) the south-west or summer monsoon and (2) the north-east or winter monsoon. The summer monsoon accounts for 70-80% of the annual rainfall over major parts of South Asia.
There is a large variability in the monsoon rainfall on both space and time scales. Consequently, the Indian regions experiences drought-floods in some parts of the country or the other almost every year during the monsoon period between JuneSeptember. Drought in the Indian region is mainly due to various kinds of failure of rains from southwest monsoon (Laha et al., 2009) . Also there seems to be some association between El Nino and La Nina events and weak monsoons. The 'Aila' cyclone in the Bay of Bengal disturbed the normal monsoon pattern just after its setting in and discharged the system completely.
The cropping sequence was rice -rice, rice -wheat -vegetables, kharif rice -boro paddy, rice -mustard, rice -wheat, ricevegetables -wheat, rice -mustard -rice and others. Most of the farmers used cow dung and farm yard manure (FYM) as seed bed manuring. The application of basal fertilizers viz., N, P 2 O 5 and K 2 O were in less quantity.
SHORT COMMUNICATION MATERIALS AND METHODS

Description of study area
In West Bengal, five districts that belongs to Red and Laterite zone namely Bankura, Purulia and some parts of Birbhum, Burdwan and Paschim Medinipur districts were surveyed during the kharif cropping season, 2009. Among five districts, twelve blocks and twenty nine village was surveyed thoroughly comprising thousand (1000)farmers (Table 1) . 
Methodology and collection of data
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
District wise observations
Bankura
This survey was conducted in seven villages in four different blocks of Bankura district. Majority of the farmer's population are marginal categories in the entire district. Date of transplanting was delayed due to delay in arrival of monsoon during this year. In this district rice was cultivated as a mono crop (single) in a year. But in few places boro paddy/mustard/wheat was cultivated due to availability of irrigation water. Nursery management and fertilizer application were not as per recommended practice. Farmer generally adopted random transplanting method. Among weeds Cyperus rotundus, Cyperus iria, Cyperus diformis, Echinochloa colona, were a major problem. Generally hand weeding was practiced. No herbicides were used to control the weeds. Regarding biotic stresses viz., low incidence of blast, sheath blight, sheath rot, bacterial leaf blight, false smut and grain discoloration were observed, infecting mostly high yielding varieties (Muralidharan et al., 2003) . Among the insect pests namely stem borer, brown plant hopper, green leaf hopper, rice hispa and rice bug were prominent. But in low intensity it was observed that farmers generally did not follow standard methods of plant protection measures (Sharma et al., 2012) . To control brown plant hopper, green leaf hopper, stem borer, acephate @ 1g per liter of water or triazophos @ 1ml per liter of water was practiced. To control diseases namely blast, sheath blight, hexaconazole or trycyclazole @ 1ml per liter of water was followed. Eighty per cent of rice grown areas of the district covered by high yielding variety like swarna (MTU 7029). Average yield during previous season was recorded 3.5 to 4 t ha during main field preparation. Judicious use of fertilizer application was observed but not as per recommendation. Regarding biotic stresses, leaf blast, neck blast, false smut, grain discoloration, sheath blight, sheath rot were observed (Saha et al., 2008) .
Among insect pests viz., stem borer, brown plant hopper, gundhi bug, green leaf hopper were observed ( (Upmanyu and Rana, 2013) . Farmers generally used fungicides like carbendazim @ 2 g per liter of water and hexaconazole @ 1 ml per liter of water to control blast and sheath blight. Insecticides like acephate @ 1g per liter of water was used to control plant hoppers (Prakasam et al., 2013) .
In West Bengal five districts that belongs to red and laterite zone namely Bankura, Purulia, Birbhum, Burdwan, Paschim
Medinipur were surveyed during the cropping season ( Table 2 ). The farmers practiced late sowing in some of the districts surveyed. The surveyed farmers were progressive to sub-marginal also. The cropping sequence was rice-rice; ricewheat-vegetables; kharif rice -boro paddy, rice -mustard, ricewheat; rice-vegetables-rice and rice-mustard-rice and others.
The popular commercial cultivars were Swarna (MTU 7029), Lalat, IR-36 and Khitish. 
